rich. He had many possessions. But Jesus could see that his riches were hindering him from having eternal life. After telling the ruler to sell his possessions, Jesus told him to "come, take up the cross, and follow me." He could not do this until he gave up that which was first place in his heart-his riches.
The young man did not want to give up his great riches. When he heard what Jesus had to say, he sadly went away. Jesus had understood what the young man lacked: he did not love God with all his heart. Something else was first in his heart. Jesus told His disciples: "A rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. . . . It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God."
When the disciples heard what Jesus said, they were amazed. They asked, "Who then can be saved?" Jesus told them, "With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible."
Riches can be a great hindrance to the Christian. There are other things that can also hinder the Christian. Anything that takes first place in your heart other than God will keep you out of Heaven.
If you were to ask Jesus, "What lack I yet?" what would He say? Would you be willing to give it up to follow Jesus? When we give up all to follow Jesus, we are promised "treasure in heaven."
MEMORY VERSE:
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